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Literature Analysis of Commonly Used Chinese Medicinals

CAI Yongmin'?, WANG Hongjiu', SUN Dapeng'

(1. Henan University of Traditional Chinese Medicine , Henan Province 4500083 2. Nanyang Institute of Technology)
ABSTRACT Objective To analyze the literature record and application of 500 commonly used Chinese medicinals. Methods
Database was established and frequency quantitative statistics was conducted. Among 8980 Chinese medicinals recorded in
Zhonghua Bencao (Chinese Herbal Foundation), 4033 Chinese medicinals those were recorded more than 10 times were select-
ed. Five hundred Chinese medicinals were finally selected according to the frequency of being recorded. The nature attribute of
these 500 Chinese medicinals and their recording condition in Chinese Pharmacy (lecture book) and Pharmacopoeia of People’s
Republic of China (Pharmacopoeia) were analyzed. Results There were 425 plants, 24 minerals, 51 animals among 500 Chi-
nese medicinals according to the nature attribute. Comparing with Shennong Bencaojing (The Divine Husbandman’s Herbal
Foundation Canon), 173 plants were new, and 22 minerals and 16 animals were missing. There were 450 and 439 recorded in
Chinese Pharmacy and Pharmacopoeia respectively among 500 Chinese medicinals. Conclusion At present, plants and medici-
nals with non-toxicity or minimal side-effect are commonly used and the application of minerals and animals were limited.
Keywords Chinese medicinals; Zhonghua Bencao (Chinese Herbal Foundation); Chinese pharmacy; Pharmacopoeia of People

‘s Republic of China; modern application
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